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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 21 -26, 28-43 are pending in this Office Action. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-26, 28-42 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant argued that it is not clear that Legacy constitutes prior art. There is no 
indication, as to which portions of Legacy constituted prior art as of the claimed 
copyright date of 1999. 

In response to applicant's argument, each page of Legacy at bottom indicates 
copyright 1999. Thus, all of portions of Legacy are provided on pages 1-4 that are 
constituted prior art as of the claimed copyright 1999. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 21 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As regarding to claim 21, the word "may" in page 2, line 1 1 renders the claim 
vague and indefinite since the scope of the claim is uncertain. 

As regarding to claim 43, the word "may" in page 5, line 22 renders the claim 
vague and indefinite since the scope of the claim is uncertain. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 21-26, 28-35 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable Manross, Jr (US 6414663) over Legacy. Com, 1999 (or hereinafter 
"Legacy" and Peercy et al (or hereinafter "Peercy") (US 5960429). 

As to claim 21 , Manross teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a concrete memorial for a deceased person, the concrete memorial comprising 
discernable information including the name of deceased person" as a headstone for a 
deceased person, the headstone includes the name of deceased person (fig. 2); 

"a identifier on or near the concrete memorial for the deceased person" as last 
name as an identifier on the headstone for the deceased person (fig. 2). 

Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "an on-line registry 
service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry service comprising one or more 
web pages having information related to the deceased person; the identifier indicating to 
people visiting the concrete memorial that information related to the deceased person 
may be found on the on-line registry service". 

Legacy teaches the claimed limitations: 
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"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet" as memorial submission 
forms indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet (page 3, lines 16- 
27); 

" the on-line registry service comprising one or more web pages having 
information related to the deceased person" as the Legacy service has one web page 
having information related to the deceased person (page 4). 

Peercy teaches the claimed limitation "the identifier indicating to people visiting 
the tangible memorial that information related to the deceased person may be found on 
the on-line registry service" as a URL as a identifier indicates to people visiting a web 
page that contain pictures from the Mars Pathfinder (col. 2, lines 42-46). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of memorial submission forms 
indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet; the Legacy service has 
one web page having information related to the deceased person and Peercy's teaching 
of a URL as a identifier indicates to people visiting a web page that contain pictures 
from the Mars Pathfinder to Manross's system in order to allow users to visit a 
deceased person via Internet system conveniently and know history of deceased 
person quickly. 

As to claims 22, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the tangible 
memorial is a headstone" as a headstone for John Kent. John Kent is a deceased 
person (fig. 2). 
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As to claim 23, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
except the claimed limitation "wherein the identifier is a string". Peercy teaches a string 
(fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Peercy's teaching of an URL is associated with a name to 
Manross and Legacy to users visiting each Forum that contains information related to 
users such as bibliographic data, article may be found on the on-line register service to 
allow users to visit the individual's life history or deceased persons easily. 

As to claim 24, Manross, Legacy and Peercy disclose the claimed limitation 
subject matter in claim 23, Peercy further teaches the claimed limitation limitation 
"wherein the identifier is a URL" as URL (fig.2). 

As to claim 25, Manross discloses the claimed limitation subject matter in claim 
21 , except the claimed limitation "the identifier is a seal". Peercy teaches accessing a 
web page uses a URL. Thus, a URL is represented as a seal (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 42-50). 

As to claim 26, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
except the claimed limitation "the identifier is a mark". Peercy teaches a URL, which is 
a mark, is represented as the identifier (col. 7, lines 50-55). 
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As to claim 28, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the tangible 
memorial is positioned in a cemetery" as gravestone is positioned in a cemetery (fig. 2, 
col. 3, lines 15-45). 

As to claim 29, Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "being 
further adapted for use with deceased animals". However, Manross teaches a 
headstone for John Kent that is name of deceased person (fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person of skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply Manross's teaching of a headstone for John Kent that is name of 
deceased person in order to allow users to visit the individual's life history or deceased 
persons easily. 

As to claim 30, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "information on a plurality 
of deceased persons" as (fig. 5). 

As to claim 31 , Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 
registry service can be searched based on at least part of the discernable information" 
as (page 1). 
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As to claim 32, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 
registry service is operative to allow visitors to provide information related to a deceased 
person available on the on-line registry service" as (pages 1-4). 

As to claim 33, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 21, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a subscription service" as (pages 1-2). 

As to claim 34, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a periodic fee-based subscription" as fee-based subscription (page 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of fee-based subscription to 
Manross's system in order to maintain funeral services on Internet system. 

As to claim 35, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 21 , Legacy further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
information on the one or more web pages comprises images and biographical data 
related to the deceased person" as (pages 1-4). 

As to claim 43, Manross teaches the claimed limitations: 
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"a concrete memorial for a deceased person, the concrete memorial comprising 
discernable information including the name of the deceased person" as (fig. 3); 

"wherein the concrete memorial is positioned in a cemetery; seal on or near the 
concrete memorial for said deceased person" as (col. 3, lines 15-45). 

Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry 
service comprising one or more web pages having images and biographical data related 
to a plurality of deceased persons; said plurality of deceased persons including said 
deceased person, wherein the on-line register service can be searched based on at 
least part of the discernable information; the seal indicating to people visiting the 
concrete memorial in the cemetery that information related to said deceased person 
may be found on the on-line registry service". 

Legacy teaches the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry 
service comprising one or more web pages having images and biographical data related 
to a plurality of deceased persons" as (pages 3-4); 

"said plurality of deceased persons including said deceased person, wherein the 
on-line register service can be searched based on at least part of the discernable 
information" as (pages 1-4). 

Peercy teaches the claimed limitation "the seal indicating to people visting the 
concrete memorial in the cemetery that information related to said deceased person 
may be found on the on-line registry service" as a URL as a identifier indicates to 
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people visiting a web page that contain pictures from the Mars Pathfinder (col. 2, lines 
42-46). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of memorial submission forms 
indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet; the Legacy service has 
one web page having information related to the deceased person and Peercy's teaching 
of a URL as a identifier indicates to people visiting a web page that contain pictures 
from the Mars Pathfinder to Manross' s system in order to allow users to visit a 
deceased person via Internet system effiently and know history of deceased person 
quickly. 

6. Claims 21 , 22, 28-37, 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable Manross, Jr (US 6414663) over Legacy. Com, 1999 (or hereinafter 
"Legacy". 

As to claim 21 , Manross teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a concrete memorial for a deceased person, the concrete memorial comprising 
discernable information including the name of deceased person" as a headstone for a 
deceased person, the headstone includes the name of deceased person (fig. 2); 

"a identifier on or near the concrete memorial for the deceased person" as last 
name as an identifier on the headstone for the deceased person (fig. 2). 

Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "an on-line registry 
service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry service comprising one or more 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,863 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2162 

web pages having information related to the deceased person; the identifier indicating to 
people visiting the concrete memorial that information related to the deceased person 
may be found on the on-line registry service". 
Legacy teaches the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet" as memorial submission 
forms indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet (page 3, lines 16- 
27); 

" the on-line registry service comprising one or more web pages having 
information related to the deceased person" as the Legacy service has one web page 
having information related to the deceased person (page 4). 

"the identifier indicating to people visiting the tangible memorial that information 
related to the deceased person may be found on the on-line registry service" as the last 
name as a identifier indicating to people visiting the deceased person may be found on 
the on-line registry Legacy service (pages 1&4). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of memorial submission forms 
indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet; the Legacy service has 
one web page having information related to the deceased person; the last name as a 
identifier indicating to people visiting the deceased person may be found on the on-line 
registry Legacy service to Manross's system in order to allow users to visit a deceased 
person via Internet system effiently and know history of deceased person quickly. 
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As to claims 22, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the tangible 
memorial is a headstone" as a headstone for John Kent. John Kent is a deceased 
person (fig. 2). 

As to claim 28, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the tangible 
memorial is positioned in a cemetery" as gravestone is positioned in a cemetery (fig. 2, 
col. 3, lines 15-45). 

As to claim 29, Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "being 
further adapted for use with deceased animals". However, Manross teaches a 
headstone for John Kent that is name of deceased person (fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person of skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply Manross's teaching of a headstone for John Kent that is name of 
deceased person in order to allow users to visit the individual's life history or deceased 
persons easily. 

As to claim 30, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "information on a plurality 
of deceased persons" as (fig. 5). 

As to claim 31, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,863 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2162 

registry service can be searched based on at least part of the discernable information" 
as (page 1). 

As to claim 32, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 
registry service is operative to allow visitors to provide information related to a deceased 
person available on the on-line registry service" as (pages 1-4). 

As to claim 33, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 21 , Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a subscription service" as (pages 1-2). 

As to claim 34, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a periodic fee-based subscription" as fee-based subscription (page 3). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of fee-based subscription to 
Manross's system in order to maintain funeral services on Internet system. 

As to claim 35, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 21 , Legacy further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
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information on the one or more web pages comprises images and biographical data 
related to the deceased person" as (pages 1-4). 

As to claims 36, Manross teaches a method for memorializing a deceased 
person, the deceased person having a physical memorial comprising at least the 
deceased person's name (fig. 3): 

"visually indicating, on or near the physical memorial for the deceased person" as 
(fig- 3); 

"storing the information relating to the deceased person on a computer 
system" as (figs. 1A-1B); 

"retrieving the stored information relating to the deceased person" as (figs. 1 A- 

1B); 

"providing by the subscriber information relating to the deceased person" as 
displaying histories of deceased persons (figs. 3, 1 A&1 B). 

Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitations: 

"establishing a subscription for an on-line registry service with a subscriber, the 
subscription being associated with the deceased person; that the on-line registry service 
is associated with the deceased person; providing to one or more visitors access over 
the Internet to the on-line registry service; displaying to the visitor or the subscriber on 
one or more web pages at least a portion of the information relating to the deceased 
person". 

Legacy teaches the claimed limitations: 
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"establishing a subscription for an on-line registry service with a subscriber, the 
subscription being associated with the deceased person" as establishing a payment for 
an on-line registry service with a subscriber, this payment is associated with the 
deceased person (page 3); 

"that the on-line registry service is associated with the deceased person" as 
service is associated with deceased person (pages 1-4); 

"providing to one or more visitors access over the Internet to the on-line 
registry service" as providing a user access over the Internet to the on-line registry 
service (page 3); 

"displaying to the visitor or the subscriber on one or more web pages at least a 
portion of the information relating to the deceased person" as displaying name and 
picture of deceased person on a web page (fig. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of establishing a payment for an on- 
line registry service with a subscriber, this payment is associated with the deceased 
person, service is associated with deceased person, providing a user access over the 
Internet to the on-line registry service system, displaying name and picture of deceased 
person on a web page in order to allow any user to access the history of deceased 
persons quickly via Internet system. 
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As to claim 37, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 30, Legacy further teach the claimed limitation "submitting by visitors 
information relating to the deceased person to the on-line registry service" as (page 4). 

As to claim 40, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "positioning an identifier 
on or near the tangible memorial" as (fig. 3). 

As to claim 41 , Manross teaches the claimed limitation "performed sequentially" 
as (figs. 1A-1B). 

As to claim 42, Manross teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the steps are 
performed sequential as listed" as (figs. 1A-1B). 

As to claim 43, Manross teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a concrete memorial for a deceased person, the concrete memorial comprising 
discernable information including the name of the deceased person" as (fig. 3); 

"wherein the concrete memorial is positioned in a cemetery; seal on or near the 
concrete memorial for said deceased person" as (col. 3, lines 15-45). 

Manross does not explicitly teach the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry 
service comprising one or more web pages having images and biographical data related 
to a plurality of deceased persons; said plurality of deceased persons including said 
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deceased person, wherein the on-line register service can be searched based on at 
least part of the discernable information; the seal indicating to people visiting the 
concrete memorial in the cemetery that information related to said deceased person 
may be found on the on-line registry service". 
Legacy teaches the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet, the on-line registry 
service comprising one or more web pages having images and biographical data related 
to a plurality of deceased persons" as (pages 3-4); 

"said plurality of deceased persons including said deceased person, wherein the 
on-line register service can be searched based on at least part of the discernable 
information" as (pages 1-4). 

"the seal indicating to people visiting the concrete memorial in the cemetery that 
information related to said deceased person may be found on the on-line registry 
service" as user name indicates the people visiting deceased person that may be found 
on the service (figs. 1&4). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Legacy's teaching of memorial submission forms 
indicates an on-line registry service accessible over the Internet; the Legacy service has 
one web page having information related to the deceased person; the last name as a 
identifier indicating to people visiting the deceased person may be found on the on-line 
registry Legacy service to Manross's system in order to allow users to visit a deceased 
person via Internet system conveniently know history of deceased person quickly. 
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7. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
Manross, Jr (US 6414663) over Legacy. Com, 1999 (or hereinafter "Legacy" and Peercy 
et al (or hereinafter "Peercy") (US 5960429). 

As to claim 23, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
except the claimed limitation "wherein the identifier is a string". Peercy teaches a string 
(fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Peercy's teaching of an URL is associated with a name to 
Manross and Legacy to users visiting each Forum that contains information related to 
users such as bibliographic data, article may be found on the on-line register service to 
allow users to visit the individual's life history or deceased persons easily. 

As to claim 24, Manross, Legacy and Peercy disclose the claimed limitation 
subject matter in claim 23, Peercy further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
identifier is a URL" as URL (fig.2). 

As to claim 25, Manross discloses the claimed limitation subject matter in claim 
21 , except the claimed limitation "the identifier is a seal". Peercy teaches accessing a 
web page uses a URL. Thus, a URL is represented as a seal (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 42-50). 
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As to claim 26, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
except the claimed limitation "the identifier is a mark". Peercy teaches a URL, which is 
a mark, is represented as the identifier (col. 7, lines 50-55). 

8. Claims 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Manross in view of Legacy. Com, 1999 (or hereinafter "Legacy and further in view 
of Bergh et al (or hereinafter "Bergh") (US 61 12186). 

As to claim 38, Manross and Legacy disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 37, except the claimed limitation "the step of collecting a subscription fee 
at least one time from the subscriber". Bergh teaches that paying on a periodic basis 
indicates collecting a subscription fee at least one time from the subscriber (col. 32, 
lines 62-67; col. 33, lines 10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bergh's teaching of paying on a periodic basis to 
Legacy's system and Manross' s system in order to save time for collecting a bill about 
registration for deceased persons from subscribers. 

As to claim 39, Legacy and Manross disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 37, except the claimed limitation "wherein a fee is collected on a periodic 
basis" as (col. 2, lines 60-65). Bergh teaches that paying on a periodic basis indicates 
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collecting a subscription fee at least one time from the subscriber (col. 32, lines 62-67; 
col. 33, lines 10). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Bergh's teaching of paying on a periodic basis to 
Legacy's system and Manross's system in order to save time for collecting a bill about 
registration for deceased persons from subscribers. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Kappel (US 6144988). 
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